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While much of Sumter's focus has been on the construction of the ballfields at Patriot Park Sportsplex with Local Option Sales Tax money, work on another sales tax-funded project has been quietly moving ahead.

Sidewalks are being added in seven areas of the city, mostly near schools.

Al Harris, the assistant city manager, said construction on two of those projects began on Monday: about 3,200 feet of sidewalks around Lemira Elementary School and about 1,800 feet near Crosswell Drive Elementary School.

He said those projects are expected to be done within the next few weeks.

Harris said the original idea was to have all of the sidewalk projects — about 30,000 feet for a total of about $1.5 million — done before the beginning of the school year. But he said that plan was "totally unrealistic."

"There was too much work to be done," Harris said, "because of the amount of paperwork that has to be done and the steps that you have to go through."

Instead, Harris said the new goal is to have the sidewalks done by around January.

He said the next two projects, about 4,900 feet near Bates Middle School and about 2,600 feet near Wilder Elementary School, should be put out to bid later this month. 

And the next three projects — 6,600 feet near Wilson Hall and Carter roads, 10,100 feet near Wise Drive, and 2,430 feet near North Pike — will follow soon after.

Harris said, "The purpose of the whole project is to make them safer for the kids to get to school and tie some of the residential areas into the school property."

He said in some of the areas, there are existing sidewalks but they are overgrown or narrow. He said the sidewalks being put in will be at least 4.5 to 5 feet wide and will be up to current disabilities standards.

Harris talked at length about how excited everyone was about the improvements to Patriot Park.

"They just say 'Man, look at this place. I can't believe we get to play in a place like this,'" he said, smiling, adding that he hopes for a similar reaction when the sidewalks are finished.

"People in our schools will be looking around saying, 'Man, look here at what we got,'" he said.
